
 

            
 

JOSHUA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019, AT 6:30 PM 

61750 CHOLLITA ROAD, JOSHUA TREE, CA  92252 
 

AGENDA 
 

 1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 2. 
 

3. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
   
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
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8. 

 
 

9. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Members of the public may address the Board at this time with regard to matters within the 

Board’s jurisdiction that are not listed on the agenda.  State law prohibits the Board of Directors 

from discussing or taking action on items not included on the agenda.  Members of the public 

will have the opportunity for public comment on any item listed on the agenda when it is 

addressed on the agenda.  Please limit comments to three (3) minutes or less. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR –  
 

 Draft Minutes Regular Board Meeting, March 20, 2019 

 February 2019 Check Register (reviewed by Finance Committee on April 10, 2019). 

 2nd Quarter Ending 12/31/2018 Financial Report (reviewed by Finance Committee on 

April 10, 2019). 
 

PUBLIC HEARING #5– At this time the Board will conduct a Public Hearing to receive and 

discuss public input & comment regarding the potential transition from an “at-large” election 

system to a “district-based” election system pursuant to Elections Code Section 10010 (a) (1).  
 

The public hearing should be conducted as follows: 
 

A. HEARING OPENED BY PRESIDING OFFICER 

B. STAFF AND CONSULTANT PRESENTATIONS 

C. QUESTIONS OF STAFF BY BOARD 

D. PUBLIC TESTIMONY OPENED BY PRESIDING OFFICER 

E. PUBLIC TESTIMONY HEARING CLOSED 

F. QUESTIONS BY BOARD 

G. DISCUSSION BY BOARD 

H. ACTION BY BOARD 
 

PROJECTED COSTS OF SUCCESSION MANAGEMENT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

STAFF- Receive for information only. 
 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION JOB DESCRIPTION –Recommend that the Board 

of Directors approve the Director of Administration job description with salary established at 

Range 53, $107,730 to $141,351. 
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Pages 95-96 
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10. 

 

 

 
 

11. 

 

 

 
 

12. 
 
 
 

 

13. 
 

14. 
 

15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

17. 

 

WELL 14 UPDATE – Recommend that the Board of Directors direct the General Manager to 

move forward with constructing the necessary infrastructure and implementation of 4-LOG 

treatment at Well 14 at a cost of $205,000.00 to include recommended facility improvements 

totaling $237,000.00 for a project total of $442,000.00 
 

PVC PIPE, PARTS AND MATERIAL PURCHASES – SADDLEBACK WATER-MAIN 

REPLACEMENT PROJECT – Recommend that the Board of Directors approve the 

purchase of Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) pipe, parts, and materials for the District’s upcoming 

Saddleback Water Main Replacement Project based upon the General Manager’s determination 

of the lowest responsive, responsible bidder. 
 

APPOINTMENT OF THOMAS FLOEN TO THE CITIZENS ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE - Recommend that the Board of Directors appoint Thomas Floen to the 

Citizens Advisory Committee. 
 

DISTRICT GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT – Mr. Gil Granito 
 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT –  Curt Sauer 
 

DIRECTOR COMMENTS & REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

 Public Outreach Consultant – Kathleen Radnich 

 Mojave Water Agency Board of Directors Meeting – April 11, 2019 – President Bob 

Johnson 

 ASBCSD Dinner – April 15, 2019 – Director Reynolds 
 

FUTURE DIRECTOR MEETINGS AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES  
 

 Mojave Water Agency Board of Directors Meeting- April 25, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. – Director  

Luckman 

 Finance Committee Meeting – May 8, 2019, at 9:00 a.m.– President Johnson & Vice 

President Unger 

 Mojave Water Agency Board of Directors – May 9, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. – Director Hund 

 Citizens Advisory Committee – May 14, 2019, at 6:00 p.m. – Chairperson Karen Tracy 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

   
 

INFORMATION 

The public is invited to comment on any item on the Agenda during discussion of that item. 

Any person with a disability who requires accommodation in order to participate in this meeting should telephone Joshua Basin Water 

District at (760) 974-0072, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to make a request for a disability-related modification or 

accommodation. 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 

public inspection in the District’s office located at 61750 Chollita Road, Joshua Tree, California 92252 during normal business hours. 
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Although permitted by Government Code 34871(c), there is an open legal question as to 
whether a public entity that adopts a district-based method of election but establishes a 
separately elected at-large mayoral/presidential office is insulated from liability under the 
CVRA. The CVRA defines “at-large method of election” to include any method of election 
“that combines at-large elections with district-based elections.”  (Elec. Code 
§ 14026(a)(3).) This definition could arguably include district elections where the 
mayor/president is separately elected at large.  Only an at-large method of election can 
violate the CVRA.  (Elec. Code § 14027.)  Accordingly, while many entities have retained 
their separately elected mayor when facing a CVRA lawsuit and have not been 
challenged, there is at least an argument that doing so makes the entire method of 
election “at-large” for the purposes of CVRA.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 
 
This item is not subject to CEQA review. 
 
CONCLUSION:   
 
It is recommended that the Board hold a second reading and adopt an Ordinance of the 
Board of Directors of the Joshua Basin Water District Establishing and Implementing 
District Based Elections (Attachment F).  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact associated with holding this public hearing. 
 

The fiscal impact of moving forward with the transition to district elections, including the 
demographic consultant cost ($8,500), the District’s anticipated legal fees ($18,000), 
and the amount likely to be paid to Shenkman under the CVRA safe harbor provision 
($30,000), is estimated to be approximately $56,500. Additional legal costs could be 
incurred for additional analysis and public hearings.   
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION: 
 

The Board could provide other direction.  
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: PAGE # 
 
A. Letter from Shenkman & Hughes  ....................................................................... 37-40 

B. Board Resolution No.19-994 ............................................................................... 41-44 

C. Table of Results of CVRA Litigation ..................................................................... 45-48 

D. NDC Powerpoint on CVRA ................................................................................. 49-60 

E.  NDC Proposed District Maps ............................................................................. 61-66 
 

F. Ordinance .............................................................................................................67-71 
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JOSHUA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 

MEETING AGENDA REPORT 

 

 

Meeting of the Board of Directors     April 17, 2019  

            

 

Report to: Board Members 

 

Prepared by: Curt Sauer    

 
TOPIC: NOMINATION OF THOMAS FLOEN TO THE CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board of Directors appoints Thomas Floen to the Citizens Advisory 

Committee. 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

The purpose of the CAC is to review important issues and make recommendations to the Board of Directors. 

CAC guidelines recommend 6 to 12 members who are registered voters and residents, account holders, or 

property owners in the District.  From the February 2016 nomination, we know Tom Floen has been a home 

owner in Joshua Tree for over 40 years, visiting the area frequently.  After retiring, Tom moved here full 

time in 2015.  Tom’s interest in the Water District has increased in the last several years.  Tom also served 

on the Board until December 2018, having been appointed to fill the vacancy of Victory Fuller in 2017. 

 

I believe Tom’s interest in the District, and his organizational and analytical skills, would be a good addition 

to the Citizens Advisory Committee.  

 

Appointments to the Committee are made by a majority vote of the Board. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

N/A 
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