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P.O. BOX 675 ▪ 61750 CHOLLITA ROAD ▪ JOSHUA TREE ▪ CALIFORNIA 92252 

TELEPHONE (760) 366-8438    FAX (760) 366-9528    E-MAIL  jbwd@jbwd.com 
 

JOSHUA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WEDNESDAY JULY 7, 2010  7:00 PM 
61750 CHOLLITA ROAD, JOSHUA TREE, CA  92252 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 3. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 

 4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

 5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 
Pages    1-40 
Pages   41-68 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
A. Approve Financial Report for April 2010 
B. Approve Financial Report for May 2010 
 

Pages   69-78 7. PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING WATER AVAILABILITY (STANDBY) 
CHARGE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010/2011 
Recommend that the Board adopt Resolution 10-859, establishing water availability 
charges for 10/11 and authorizing collection by San Bernardino County. 

A. Staff Presentation 
B. Questions of Staff by Board 
C. President to Open Public Hearing; Receive Comments 
D. President to Close Public Hearing 
E. Board Discussion 
F. Board Action 
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Page   79 

 
 

8. 

 
 
AWARD OF FINAL DESIGN CONTRACT FOR RECHARGE BASIN AND 
PIPELINE PROJECT 
Recommend that the Board authorize staff to enter into an agreement with Krieger & 
Stewart Engineers for final design of the Recharge Basin and Pipeline Project in an 
amount of $232,000 and authorize contingency of $23,000. 
 

Page   80 9. CHANGE ORDER FOR E-2 D-1 PUMPS BY C-1 TANK 
Recommend that the Board authorize a change order for $35,925 for work on this 
project. 
 

Pages  81-82 10. PROJECT PRIORITY LIST 
An update on staff’s progress with assigned projects. 
 

 11. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 12. GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
 

 13. DIRECTORS COMMENTS/REPORTS 
 

 14. CLOSED SESSION 
Conference with labor negotiator regarding General Unit; pursuant to Government 
Code 54957.6.  District negotiator:  Joe Guzzetta 
 

 15. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
The Board of Directors reserves the right to take action on items reserved for discussion only.  
INFORMATION 
During either "Public Comment” Item, please use the podium microphone.  State your name and have your 
information prepared and be ready to provide your comments to the Board.  The District is interested and appreciates 
your comments.  A 3-minute time limit may be imposed.  Thank you. 
Any person with a disability who requires accommodation in order to participate in this meeting should telephone 
Joshua Basin Water District at (760) 366-8438, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to make a request for a 
disability-related modification or accommodation. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet 
are available for public inspection in the District’s office located at 61750 Chollita Road, Joshua Tree, California 
92252 during normal business hours. 
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RESOLUTION #10-859 1

RESOLUTION 10-859 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE JOSHUA BASIN 
WATER DISTRICT ESTABLISHING A WATER AVAILABILITY CHARGE FOR 

FISCAL 2010-2011 AND AUTHORIZING THE COLLECTION THEREOF BY THE 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District has found and 
determined that the availability of a dependable supply of high quality water for 
domestic uses and purposes is a benefit conferred upon the lands proposed to 
be charged and, conversely, that the lack of such a supply diminishes the value 
of such lands; and 
 
 WHEREAS, that as a result of steadily-increasing overdraft of its 
groundwater supplies and in anticipation of the need for a supplemental source 
of water, the voters approved the formation of assessment districts and the 
issuance of bonds for the purpose of financing the construction of a supplemental 
water supply project, thereby obligating the District to repay the bonded 
indebtedness incurred thereunder; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1996, the Board of Directors engaged the services of a 
qualified engineer for the purpose of establishing a schedule of water availability 
charges varying according to land uses and benefit derived or to be derived from 
the use and availability of facilities to provide potable water for domestic uses 
and purposes, which schedule was the subject of a published and mailed notice 
of hearing and a public protest hearing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the water availability charge for fiscal year 2010-2011 is 
proposed to be continued at the same rate and in the same manner, and 
pursuant to the same methodology as established in 1996, and which has been 
continued from year-to-year since then; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 54984.7 of the Uniform Standby Charge 
Procedures Act, the Board of Directors conducted a public hearing pursuant to 
published notice in order to hear any and all objections to the proposed renewal 
of the water availability charge for fiscal year 2010-2011; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the written protests received represent less than ____ 
percent of the parcels subject to the water availability charge. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE,  the Board of Directors of the Joshua Basin Water 
District hereby resolves as follows: 
 
  
1. District Zones of Benefit.  There is hereby established within the District 
four Zones of Benefit: 
 
  ZONE 1:  Any size parcel served by one or more meters. 
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RESOLUTION #10-859 2

  ZONE 2:  Any size parcel within a half mile of a water mainline and 
in the same pressure zone as the mainline. 
 
  ZONE 3:  Any size parcel within one mile of a  water main and 
within one pressure zone of the mainline. 
 
  ZONE 4:  All other parcels. 
 
 2. Adoption of Water Availability Charge.  That there shall be adopted, 
for each parcel in the District, for fiscal year 2010-2011, a water availability 
charge established in accordance with the benefit conferred and in the amount 
as determined by the applicable District Zone of Benefit and the land use zoning 
adopted by the County of San Bernardino, which charge is more specifically 
shown on Exhibit  “A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
 3. Rate and Methodology.  The rate and methodology of the water 
availability charge adopted herein is the same and remains unchanged for this 
Fiscal Year, and that such charge is reasonable and necessary, and does not 
exceed the actual cost to the District of providing the service. 
 
 4. Dedication and Use of Revenue.  The revenue generated by the 
water availability charge is hereby dedicated and shall be used to finance the 
capital costs of the District’s water system, to repay bonded indebtedness 
incurred by the voters and operation and maintenance of the District’s water 
facilities benefiting the properties assessed. 
 

5.       Exemptions.  The water availability charge established hereunder is 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act in accordance with Section 
21080 (b) (8) of the Public Resources Code, because the revenue generated by 
such charge shall be used for the repayment of debt related to capital projects 
necessary to maintain water service, and is also exempt from Article XIIID of the 
California Constitution because (a) the charge was in existence prior to 
November 6, 1996, (b) because the rate and methodology used to establish the  
schedule of charges is the same as in previous years, and (c) because the 
charges are imposed to finance the capital cost of the District’s water system and 
to repay bonded indebtedness.  If and to the extent any charge is higher than in 
previous years, such increase is attributable solely to events other than an 
increased rate or revised methodology, such as a change in the density, intensity 
or nature of use of land, or consent of the landowner. 
 

6.    Water Service to Exempt Property.  No new connection to the 
District’s water system shall be allowed to any parcel which has been exempted 
from the water availability charge unless the applicant for water service pays an 
in-lieu water availability fee calculated as the total amount of water availability 
charges which would have been assessed against that parcel had it not been 
exempt, and unless the applicant agrees that the parcel will be subject to the 
water availability charge from that date forward. 
  

7. Delinquent Charge.  Water availability charges that have become 
delinquent shall, with a basic penalty of 6% for non-payment of the charge and 
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RESOLUTION #10-859 3

interest at the rate of 1/2 of 1 percent per month for each month of non-payment, 
become a lien on the property when a certificate is recorded in the office of the 
San Bernardino County Recorder pursuant to Government Code, Section 
54984.9 (b) which lien shall have the force, effect and priority of a judgment lien. 
 
 8. Collection by the County.  The water availability charge shall be 
collected on the San Bernardino County Tax Roll in the same manner, and by the 
same persons and at the same time as, together with and not separately from, 
the District’s general taxes.  The Secretary of the District is hereby authorized 
and directed to forthwith file a certified copy of this Resolution in the office of the 
Auditor of the County of San Bernardino on or before August 10, 2010. 
 
 9. Effective Date.  The effective date of this Resolution is the 30th day 
following the date of its adoption. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of July, 2010 pursuant to the following 
votes: 
 

AYES:  _____ 
NOES: _____ 
ABSTAIN: _____ 
ABSENT: _____ 

  
 
 
     JOSHUA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 
 
 
     By_________________________________ 
      Mickey Luckman 
      President, Board of Directors 
 
           Attest_______________________________ 
      Joe Guzzetta 
                Secretary, Board of Directors 
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JOSHUA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 
SUPPLEMENTAL DATA SHEET 

 
 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors        July 7, 2010 
 
 
 
Report to: President and Members of the Board 
From:  Joe Guzzetta, General Manager 
 
TOPIC: AWARD OF FINAL DESIGN CONTRACT FOR RECHARGE BASIN 

AND PIPELINE PROJECT 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board authorize staff to enter into an agreement with 
Krieger & Stewart Engineers for final design of the Recharge 
Basin and Pipeline Project, in an amount of $232,000, and 
authorize a 10% contingency of $23,000. 
 

ANALYSIS: The final design of the Water Recharge Project is needed in 
order to be prepared to request state and federal funding for 
the recharge ponds and the four-mile pipeline to the ponds, 
one of the Board’s highest priorities. 
 
Bids for this project were solicited and opened on December 8, 
2009.  In February, the Board authorized staff to negotiate an 
agreement with Krieger and Stewart Engineers at an amount 
not to exceed $363,000.  Based on the alternatives in the bid 
proposal that were needed, the expected contract amount is 
$232,000.  As usual, staff requests authorization for up to 
$23,000 (ten percent) for contingencies. 
 
There are two funding sources for the project:  Up to $23,000 
will be available from the Congressional Grant obtained 
through Congressman Jerry Lewis.  The balance may be from 
that same grant, or from the IDM Agreement Reserves 
through Mojave Water Agency ($600,000). 
 
Award of the contract will prepare the District to apply for 
state and federal grants for construction of the recharge 
project. 
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JOSHUA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 
SUPPLEMENTAL DATA SHEET 

 
 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors     July 7, 2010 
 
To: President and Members of the Board 
From: Joe Guzzetta, General Manager 
 
                   

TOPIC: CHANGE ORDER FOR E-2 D-1 PUMPS BY C-1 TANK 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board authorize a change order for $35,925 for work on this project. 
 

ANALYSIS: During the construction of the new pump stations at the C-1 Tank, it was 
discovered that a main water line was not located where it showed on the 
original engineering plans from 1973.  This required modifications to the pump 
station design.  During the re-design effort, we identified some opportunities 
to modify the building to fit other objectives of the District as explained below.  
The change order consists of the following: 
 

$13,068 Redesign to accommodate the field location of the pipe as 
opposed to where it is shown on District “as-built” maps. 
 

$10,547 Modifying the building to enable the District to install flow 
meters at a later date to meter the amount of water flowing to the E and D 
zones.  If this were not done now, the District would need to construct vaults 
and do other work at a greater expense later.  Staff also considered installing 
the flow meters at this time, but decided to evaluate the priorities of all flow 
meter needs at other pump stations.  Cost of actually installing the flow meters 
would be $25,100.  If, after analyzing the other pump stations we decide to 
install the flow meters now, that can come as a later change order. 
 

$12,310 Additional electrical costs.  These include preparation for the 
SCADA system and for a transfer switch to connect the new generators.  It 
does not include the cost of a transfer switch itself.  Staff intends to consider 
the priority of this pump station versus other stations before spending funds 
for the actual transfer switch. 
_________ 
 $35,925 Total 
 
 

The original cost of the project was $419,471.  Usually, the Board authorized a 
10% contingency at the time of the bid award, but that was not done in this 
case, so authorization is requested at this time. 
  

The contractor has paid for costs incurred for the water break itself including 
labor, materials, and lost water. 
 

Approval of this change order will enable the District to proceed with the 
project and will provide for long term savings by incorporating features that 
will cost more to construct at a later date. 
 

Fiscal Impact:  This will leave a balance of $4,258,640 in District reserves. 
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Project Priority List 
 
PROJECTS NEARING COMPLETION 
Miscellaneous Pipeline Replacement Project:  Juniper north of Hwy 62, Veterans Way 
and Center St. between Chollita Rd. and Commercial St., easement behind Hwy 62 
(south side) between El Reposo Circle and Sunset Rd., easement behind Hwy 62 (south 
side) Conejo Ave. and Outpost Rd; Torres Ave., Division St., San Angelo Way; 
Sunflower Rd., Sun Mesa Rd. between Sunever Ave. and Sun Kist Rd. 
Project is ready to go to bid, awaiting possible grant funds. 
Conduct Fee Study (Susan) 
Water rates, capacity and inter-agency fee studies have been completed.  Miscellaneous 
fees are being developed, based upon resources used – staff, vehicle, equipment, etc. 
Well #16   (Randy Little)   
The well has been completed and is about to go into service pending release by 
Department of Health Services. 
Personnel Policy Manual (Joe Guzzetta) 
This will be considered during labor negotiations this year. 
 
PROJECTS UNDERWAY 
Final Phase of 4” Pipe Replacement  (Joe Guzzetta, Joe Bocanegra, Keith Faul) 
Priorities have been established.  Engineering RFP for 100,000 feet of pipe is nearing 
completion.  Construction is pending a financial strategy to be considered by the Board. 
Record Archival System  (Susan) 
Staff had second presentation. 
Recharge Site Evaluation/USGS Study 
Property has been purchased.  Monitoring well has been installed.  Contract for final 
engineering on July 7 BOD Agenda.  Construction is contingent on Proposition 84 and 
other funding. 
C-2 Tank Relocation (Joe Bocanegra) 
Ready to go to bid pending funding. A USDA Grant Pre-Application has been submitted 
for this project. 
 
PROJECTS NOT BEGUN 
Develop/Update Board Policies and Procedures (Susan Greer) 
Update 3030 Plan (Joe Guzzetta) 
Staff intends to solicit proposals for this project. 
Election to Charge Private Wells for Replacement Water 
Attorney is reviewing election options. 
 
PROJECTS COMPLETED 

• Emergency Preparedness/Response Exercises 
 The exercise was held on June 29th. 
Conservation Landscape Demonstration Garden & Residential Landscape Designs  
Construction is substantially complete with remaining plant material to be  installed as 
soon as available. 
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Land Use/Water Policy Forum (Joe Guzzetta) 
Completed February 18 & 19 2010. 
Implement “Best Management Practices” of the California Urban Water Conservation 
Council (Terry Spurrier) 
Completed. 
Complete Wastewater Treatment Strategy and Implementation Mechanisms (Joe 
Guzzetta, Susan Greer, Joe Bocanegra) 
The Board adopted the Wastewater Strategy at the July 15th, 2009 meeting. 
Package Treatment Plant Policy Regarding Construction and Maintenance 
Complete with Board’s adoption of the Wastewater Treatment Strategy 
Site Security and Telemetry System Upgrades:   
Enhancements to security including motion sensors and intrusion alarms: complete. 
Tank Recoating (Joe Bocanegra) 
Completed and has been put into routine maintenance program. 
Replace Accounting Mainframe  (Susan) 
First water bills using new system were mailed. 
Emergency Generator (Joe Bocanegra) 
Generators have been delivered. 
Remote Meter Policy (Susan) 
Board has adopted revised policy. 
Website Development /Establish District Public Information Program (Joe Guzzetta) 
The website is up and running. 
Property Acquisition for Future Water Facilities  
Property acquisition consultant was selected at the September 9th Board meeting. 
Construction of H Zone Phase II Pipeline Replacement Project  
Completed.  Notice of Completion filed. 
Replace Line Printer (Susan) 
Replaced with smaller printers. 
Develop Cross-Connection Control Program  
Program is being implemented. 
Replace JD310 Tractor 
Complete. 
Replace Septic Tank at Shop 
Complete. 
Sewer Management Authority 
LAFCO designated JBWD as the wastewater authority on August 15th.   
Construction of H Zone Phase I Pipeline Replacement Project  
Construction of Phase I is complete.  
Well 17 Wellhead Construction 
Well became operational in July. 
Organization Study  
Completed.  Staff is implementing the study. 
Closed Circuit Security System  
Video monitoring system is in place. 
Safety Consultant; Program 
Initial safety plans are complete. 
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