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Mission Statement: To provide, protect, and maintain Joshua Tree's water - our vital community ​resource.

 

SPECIAL
EDITION:
State of the

District Report for 2023

By Sarah Johnson, General Manager

Monthly Water Use
October 2023 -

82.33 Gallons Per Capita

Gallons per capita is the standard for tracking
water conservation. The water savings data
reflects usage from three months prior.

Keep saving, Joshua Tree!
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JANUARY MEETINGS
Board of Directors Meetings

Regular Meeting
Wednesday, January 3 -
CANCELLED
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, January 17 - 5:30
PM

Committee Meetings
Finance Committee
Wednesday, January 10, 9:00 AM
Water Resources & Ops
Wednesday, January 10, 11 AM
Citizens Advisory Council
Tuesday, January 9, 5:00 PM

​Visit www.jbwd.com for agendas,
Zoom links, and other info.

 
Happy New Year!

To allow staff time with their family, our office will be closed on Monday, January 1st, and
Tuesday, January 2nd. We wish you all the best in 2024!

Even when the office is closed for holidays, our crews are always on standby for
emergencies, 24/7. Call 760.366.8438 day or night!

 
STATE OF THE DISTRICT REPORT

https://www.jbwd.com/


The 2023 Annual Report provided by JBWD's
General Manager, Sarah Johnson





 
January

​WATER SAVING
TIP:

With an anticipated wetter
than usual winter setting
upon us, consider
mulching around your
landscape plants to retain
not just water, but to



diminish soil erosion as
well.

 



 
DISTRICT TOURS ARE BACK!



From Ground Water to Tap Water
District Tours are back--with so much more to
share than from our last tours, you don't want
to miss this ride!

Two tour opportunities are scheduled:
Thursday, February 22, 8 AM-12:15 PM
Thursday, February 29, 8 AM-12:15 PM

This four-hour+ experience provides insights
and up-close encounters loaded with answers
to your personal questions regarding the
safety and quality of JBWD's tap water.

Space is limited! To reserve your seat now by
email, send your name, phone number and
tour date of interest to: kjradnich@gmail.com

 

mailto:kjradnich@gmail.com


 

CURIOUS MINDS WANT
TO KNOW:

Often, at our Farmers' Market booth or on
social media, we get good questions that
others may be asking. Here's an example:

​Q: In what situation, or when is it acceptable for JBWD to come onto my property?



A: Accordingly, per the Rules and Regulations Article 2.10:

​"JBWD shall have the right to ingress and egress upon the customer's premises for any
purpose in connection with the furnishing of water service during normal business hours or
anytime during an emergency. Failure to give access to JBWD for meter reading may be
grounds for discontinuance of service to the parcel. The parcel owner may choose to pay for
remote meter reading equipment."

 
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

❄ ️JBWD celebrated its
60th Anniversary at the
December 20th, 2023
Board Meeting. Pictured
above: President Floen
cuts the first slice of the
celebration cake.

❄G️uest speaker Supervisor
Dawn Rowe (accompanied by
Field Representative Glen
Harris-- not shown) read a
Resolution on behalf of San
Bernardino County's Board of
Supervisors addressing JBWD's
60 years of accomplishments.

❄M️ojave Water Agency's Director
Marina West presented a Letter of
Recognition acknowledging JBWD's
active and successful partnership with
them over the past years.

❄P️ublic Outreach Consultant,
Kathleen Radnich, gave an historic
presentation of JBWD's past 60 years.

 
JANUARY 2024 FARMERS

MARKET BOOTH
Joshua Basin Water District's "Capital
Improvement and Replacement Program" is a
testament to where your water dollars are being
spent! Stop by our Farmers Market Booth on
Saturdays in January, 8 AM - 1 PM, and check out
where the new pipe is going in the ground next!

We'll also have the beautiful new 2024 Water Wise
Gardening Calendars (free) while supplies last. So
come say "Happy New Year!"

 

YOUR LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
Recent Board Action Items of Note:

During the December 20th, 2023 Board of Directors meeting, the Board elected
their new officers for the 2024 calendar year with Tom Floen being re-elected for
his second term as President, and Stacy Doolittle remaining as Vice President
for another term. Both received unanimous votes.

Additionally, during the December 6th Board meeting, the Board voted 5-0 in



favor of renewing an upgraded contract for Consultant Kathleen Radnich for an additional two
years.*

*Background:

Radnich has been contracted with JBWD since 2009, providing services in Public Outreach and
Education, Emergency Management (as a Public Information spokesperson for JBWD during water
disasters), Legislation and Government Liaison, and later as a Conservation Consultant).

 
DESERT-SMART GARDENING

TIPS FOR JANUARY
January Watering Schedule: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
​To prevent ice forming on driveways and sidewalks, water
only during the warm time of day

THIS MONTH IN YOUR DESERT-SMART LANDSCAPE:
Frost is likely on dry, windless, clear nights this month

Keep plants watered to help prevent frost damage
(but do not overwater)
Wrap irrigation valves and pipes to protect them
from freezing
Turn off irrigation timers if it rains
Apply mulch around plants to retain water and soil,
and to feed nutrients into soil with each rain
Prune roses and summer-blooming, deciduous fruit
trees
Don't prune frost-damaged plants until spring growth
appears
Plant bare-root trees and shrubs now through early
March
Mulch around plants and under downspouts with
bark, compost, or gravel

HISTORIC USES OF:
Apache Plume

aka: Fallugia paradoxa
Due to its high soil tolerance, the
Apache Plume can be used for
erosion control in most all
landscapes.

Bundles of twigs from Apache Plume
were used by Native Americans as
brooms and older stems for arrow
shafts. A decoction from leaves was
used as a growth stimulant for hair.

Because Apache Plume is
considered a semi-evergreen plant, it
is well established in the animal
ecosystem as a source of winter
forage and habitat for wildlife.

In some references, it suggests that
Apache-plume may be a possible
source of seed oil and protein for
industrial raw material since the
protein % is 30.6 and oil % is 36.8.
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